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Dublin to Diyarbakir: How could Ireland
play arole in resolving Turkiye's Kurdish
question?

Written by Gul Karen Aca

The day right before my imminent flight home, | was strolling through the streets of Baile
Atha Cliath, trying to find Sweny's Chemist to buy a bar of lemon soap, enacting and

commemorating Leopold Bloom's courtesy/courtship toward his wife, Molly.

Along with the River Liffey were erected slightly larger life-size statues standing on
Customs House (Juay. symbolizing the victims of the Great Famine, each clutching onto their
belongings and children, which reminded me of 'Four-Legged Minaret’ where Tahir Elgi, the ex-
leader of Diyarbakir Bar Association, was assassinated: Dublin bears a solid historical and
political resemblance to Diyarbakir, both being the hotspot of conflict-ridden history palpably

observed in every corner.

Laost in the bitterly wailful looks of the metallic faces, | was woken up by a barely audible
dead sound of a Dubliner: "while standing in line holding a small pot or bowl to receive their daily
serving, an affront to their pride, every man, woman, and child could get 'vile soup 'in exchange

for chanting 'Long live the Queen'(Gavin, 2000).

'History is a nightmare from which | want to awake' (Joyce, 2020/1920) | sighed and felt



The Joycean manifestation of a nation —thoroughly told through Bloom's{claiming Jewish,
Hungarian, and Irish heritage) adventures in Ulysses— is the story of the Irish{any nation/person
actually) in search of a home. However, Ireland has opted to abstain from engaging in the
Kurdish problem. Boasting for its neutrality, Ireland, allowed a vulnerable Kurdish woman, Hanim
Gul, and her boys to be taken by force into the Turkish embassy and to be questioned by Turkish

authorities, reports O'Brien, Social Affairs Correspondent (0'Brien, 2005).

Likewise, unlike the UK, US, and France, Ireland did not provide arms to Kurdish authorities
to defeat ISIS and protect Yezidi and Christian minorities, the Department of Foreign Affairs
spokesperson confirmed, saying Ireland has adopted a long-held position of neutrality. The
neutrality of Ireland, at least in the Kurdish case, may lie deep in the Turko-lrish relationship

back in the 1840s when the Ottoman Empire sent relief aid during the Great Famine.

So, why then, despite the similarities with Kurds, with their history being full of rises and
falls, and millions of citizens displaced and killed in wars, 'does Ireland —frequently referring to
its own history as justification to support the self-determination of other stateless peoples—
rarely identify or sympathize with the Kurds' struggle for independence? asks Paul Iddon, a

columnist expert in Middle East affairs, in his article published by Rudaw in 2017 (Iddon, 2017).

Ireland has considerable capacity and experience to help solve the Kurdish case, not
necessarily meaning that it should take an opposite position against Turkiye. With the compass
it has, the Joycean manifestation of the concept of nation, Ireland is one unprecedented
example, and potential leader —yes, it is capable of leading Turkish-Kurdish peace negotiations
in the presence of other influential global and regional countries. Ireland, therefore, may have

lost honour of being one of the only countries which never persecuted Kurds, and she shall not
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stick to the notorious 'never letting them in’ policy (Joyce, 2020/1920).

Speaking of Joyce, he did not take part in the Irish Nationalist Movement for some
reasons, three of which are —we are told by the fictional character Stephen Dedalus in his
(James Joyce's) semi-autobiographical novel, A Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man— language,
ethnicity, and religion. Despite that Joyce gained a great deal of criticism and that when he
died, the only thing the secretary of the Department of External Affairs in Dublin, Joseph P
Walshe did was asking whether Joyce died a Catholic, Joyce's tolerant and integrated vision of
equality among all classes and sexes came into being when Ireland joined the EU in 1973

(Jordan, 2019).

Way ahead of his time, Joyce now could enlighten the path of the peoples and the states of
the Middle East, including that of Kurds. "Ireland owes a debt to James Joyce," said President

Michael D Higgins in his historic visit to Joyce's grave in Zurich in June 2018 (Jordan, 2019).

Oxen of the sun have woken up the next day; with the lemon soap in my back pocket, | flew
over the everlasting prairies of the beautiful country, gradually leaving the European landmass
below and behind, | headed to the exact point where Hrant Dink was shot dead while returning
to the offices of Agos. Letting my imagination run freely, | assume Hrant was Leopold Bloom,
the real, city-man hero of Turkiye, trying to reconcile Turks, Armenians, and Kurds, fighting for a

nation where the endless dichotomy of extremities shall gain no ground.

| let Hrant speak and returned to the Kurdish Dublin, Diyarbakir: "l know three languages.
Armenian, Kurdish, and Turkish. These three languages never fight inside me; they live together

in peace!"(Dink){GKA/VK)



'History is a nightmare from which | want to awake' (Joyce, 2020/1920) | sighed and felt
engrossed in the mission that | needed to buy the soap before going home until being bothered
by choking calls of seagulls hovering over the water. | generously tossed the pieces of simit™ |

took out from my bag into the water (Joyce, 2020/1920).

Following the river, | was startled by some familiar banners and flags in the hands of Sinn
Fein supporters, probably within the scope of a pro-Palestinian campaign held against
airstrikes on the Gaza Strip. | was aware of Sinn Fein's position toward the Palestine case —
considering the Palestinian flag decorating Mary Lou McDonald's Twitter profile picture, it is

hard to miss(McDonald, n.d.).

Praising Sinn Fein's reasonable and righteous standing on the case and bravery led me to
contemplate why the Irish state and politicians have shown no interest in the Kurdish question.
Sinn Fein, apparently the only notable political entity exhibiting familiarity with Kurds in Ireland,
keeps a beady eye on the latest developments regarding Kurds, specifically drawing attention to
recent Turkish aggression against Kurds, expressing that "Kurdish leaders are accusing Tirkiye
of taking advantage of the focus of US, NATO, and the EU on the war in Ukraine to launch their
assault"” and continuing, "Minister for Foreign Affairs Simon Coveney needs to ensure that
Ireland uses its influence both at an EU level and on the UN Security Council to bring an end to
the Turkish assault and to ensure that the current round of vioclence does not further destabilise

the region'(Brady, 2022).

Despite Sinn Fein's awareness and sympathy, the Irish government seems to have
forgotten how vigorously it had fought wars, be it through armed rebellions or political
movements. A country known for 'wandering' and being stateless for so long, Ireland has turned

a blind eye to the peoples struggling for safety, peace, and a place where they could call home.



